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This guide gives a brief introduction of how to use Blaze as an application launcher and offers a
good coverage of how to use it as an Automation Mechanism.

The following topics are covered by this guide:

e Using basic application launcher features.
e Using your own contextual information.

e Automating recurrent tasks.

e Recording Adaptive Macros.

The following topics are NOT covered by this guide:

e Using advanced application launcher features.
e Configuring Blaze.

e Editing automations.

e Creating new Automations.



1 How to use Blaze as an Application Launcher
Blaze automatically indexes all your applications and all recently accessed files and folders.
Furthermore, Blaze performs calculations, searches the web and even browses you file-system.

Blaze also has the remarkable feature of always being aware of what you are doing and using
that information to help you do your daily tasks. In the next sections | will address some of
these features.

1.1 Launching the first application
After Blaze is installed, it will hide itself on the background. So, in order to launch an
application, you first have to invoke Blaze by pressing Ctrl + Alt + Space:

Here, you can tap Esc to dismiss Blaze or just start typing in the application’s name. For
instance, imagine that you would like to launch Mozilla Firefox:

Typing “fir” would be enough for Blaze to recognize that you are willing to launch Firefox. Then,
you just have to hit Enter to open Firefox.

1.2 Learning a few basic hotkeys
Also, before hitting the Enter key, you could also tap the Tab key to auto-complete the
applications name:

Mozilla Firefo_»x ,

Mozilla Firefox

This is a very useful hotkey that you should never forget! Also, imagine that you would rather
like to launch Mozilla Firefox (Safe Mode). By pressing the Up and Down arrow keys the
alternatives’ dropdownbox will open. Using the same keys you can choose the desired
application:

C:\ProgramData\Mic...\Mozilla Firefox.Ink |

. Mozilla Firefox
/ C:\Users\Gabrielp. \Mozilla Firefox.Ink

&= Arguments: /C tskill Firefox -

In order to close the alternatives’ dropdownbox, you can just press the Left or Right arrow keys.
Also, you can cycle through the alternatives without opening the dropdownbox by pressing
Shift + Tab.



There is also another very important shortcut that you should have in mind. Ctrl + Shift will
toggle on and off the help tooltip. The help tooltip, once toggled on, will display the path of the
currently selected item or usage help for the currently selected command.

Usage: email "contact1, contact2, ..." "subject” "body"

To know more about Blaze’s hotkeys click here.

1.3 Making simple calculations
Blaze can perform simple calculations, using common math notation:

((874*-1+875)/16-1024)/12-22

Also, Blaze can perform in-place calculations. For instance, imagine that you just typed a
calculation on notepad or Microsoft Word or even on an Instant Messaging client’s window.
You just need to select that calculation with the mouse, open Blaze and type “solve”:

B 5=

File Edit Search View Format Language Settings Macro Run TextFX Plugins Window 2 X |

LoD BB O dDiE| e il as BRIHIED B 2

T ‘I
1 ((874%-148°5)/16-1024)/12-22

nb char: 28 Ln:1 Col:29 Sel:28 Dos\Windows ANSI INS

Then, you can just hit the Return key to replace the selected expression with the solution or
Shift + Return to append the solution to the expression. In this example, hitting Shift + Return
would append “= 42" to the selected text:

File Edit Search View Format Language Settings Macro Run TedtFX Plugins Window 2 X
oHBB s LBlshk|ioe|inal tx|EBR I 1ED @
B nent|

: & ((874*-1+4875)/16-1024)/12-22 = ‘IZI

|[nb char: 33 Ln:1 Col:34 Sel:0 Dos\Windows ANSI INS

To know more about this feature and about all supported operators click here.


http://blaze-wins.sourceforge.net/index.php?page=hotkeys#blaze
http://blaze-wins.sourceforge.net/index.php?page=commands#plugins

1.4 Creating an email on-the-fly

Imagine that you want to share with your friend John an outstanding story from a popular
technological blog. You would like to quickly send the headline as the emails subject and the
URL as the body. With Blaze, you just need to select the headline with your mouse, like this:

& Devs s{a;t__yoy( engines, Windows 7 R M Code Pack released - Mozilla Firefox
File Edit View History Bookmarks Tools Help

@ - C X 0o (Q | http://www.neowin.net/news/mair BN -

(Gls|

Mi(4e/s)
w

neoWin.: COMO VAIS MORRER? §

community ) Control Panel ~

Devs start your engines, Windows 7 RTM Code Pack released|
Sean Bradford + 15 hours ago « 11 comments & 5592 views

Now that Microsoft has officially signed off on the Windows 7 RTM build and has
released it to MSDN/TechNet subscribers, it's time for some API code so
developers can start developing applications for Windows 7.

Microsoft has released the Windows 7 RTM Code Pack 1.0, available to the
general public.

[ |

Type on Blaze “email john@provider.net “Ithis” “lurl” and hit Enter, just like this:

Send e-mail to hpou,-,,,

ail john@provider.net "Ithis" "lurl"

Which, will create an email with your default email client:

= To:| L=/ john@provider.net

BodyTedt || | Variable Width /B A A BT U

EE%:‘TE!E'*_’J"@r

http:r",-'www.neo“.'in.net"'news-’main’o9‘/ 08/11/devs-start-your-engines-windows- 7-rtm-code-pack-released

Note that both !this and !url are commands that symbolize context information. For

instance, !this symbolizes currently selected text, while lurl symbolizes the webpage address
that you are currently browsing. These commands are called context commands as they can be
embedded with the other normal Blaze commands.

To know more about Blaze commands click here.

To know more about context commands click here.


http://blaze-wins.sourceforge.net/index.php?page=commands#native
http://blaze-wins.sourceforge.net/index.php?page=commands#context

2 How to use Blaze as an Automation Mechanism

Blaze has the outstanding ability to automate recurrent tasks. Blaze is always monitoring your
activity and when it detects that you are performing repetitive tasks it offers to complete it in
your place.

Have you noticed that Blaze is just standing there, in the system tray, watching you?

e WA 0 1942

Every time it detects a repetition, it lights up just like this:

< ReR®R @192

Therefore, you can just double tap CapsLock or press the exclamation point in Blaze’s
interface to open the Blaze Assistant.

Blaze Assistant displays one or more comprehensive narratives that describe sets of
consecutive actions that may accomplish a task for you. These sets of actions are called
Automations. You may choose one of the suggested automations, edit or even create a new
one.

2.1 Asimple example
Imagine that you just typed on notepad “test1”, pressed Home, Enter, Up, typed “test2” again,
so that you get the following result:

i test a

2 test 2
3 test 1l

As Blaze changed its color on the system tray, you double tab the CapsLock key. The Blaze
Assistant Shows up:

Ty 2 e

Blaze has a suggestion for you:
fon: window "*new 3 - Notepad++" (notepad++.exe):

Press Home key,
Press Return key,
Press Up key,
Type "test 4".
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Blaze Assistant shows what will be done in order to complete the recurrent task for you.
Controls from 1 to 14 allow you to parameterize the way this will be done.

Legend:

1 — Display previous Automation. (Hotkey: Left Arrow)

2 — Display next Automation. (Hotkey: Right Arrow)

3 — Automation index. The first number indicates the currently selected suggestion and the
second indicates the total amount of suggested Automations.

4 — Decrease the amount of iterations to be performed. (Hotkey: Down Arrow)

5 — Increase the amount of iterations to be performed. (Hotkey: Up Arrow)

6 — Iteration counter. Indicates the amount of iterations that will be performed. In some cases
this field is hidden as it doesn’t affect the execution.

7 — Decreases execution speed. (Hotkey: Minus key))

8 — Increases execution speed. (Hotkey: Plus key)

9 — Speed display. Speed may range from 0.25x to 2.0x. The step next to 2.0x is Max, which
means the Automation will be executed at the maximum possible speed.

10 — Executes the Automation, accordingly to the specified parameters. (Hotkey: Enter key)
11 — Modifies the currently selected Automation in the Automation Editor. (Hotkey: Ctrl + M)
12 — Create a new Automation from scratch, in the Automation Editor. (Hotkey: Ctrl + N)

13 — Opens the help window. (Hotkey: F1)

14 — Closes Blaze Assistant. (Hotkey: Esc key)

Since we would like to repeat this task 3 times, we need to set the number of iterations to 3:

> Blaze Assistant ‘ =

Blaze has a suggestion for you:
on: window "*¥new 2 - Notepad++" (notepad++.exe):

Press Home key,
Press Return key,
Press Up key,
Type "test 4".

Q—II 11 IZ-:;) Repeat = 1 d4F |Speed: = Max dp E, $\< '@' i

After pressing Enter key, the result was the expected:

1 test a
2 test

5
test 4
test 3
test 2

1

test 1

Of course this is a dead simple example. However, there are many recurrent situations that we
are constantly facing. I’'m going to show you more interesting examples in the next subsections.

To check for more detailed information about Blaze Assistant’s hotkeys click here.


http://blaze-wins.sourceforge.net/index.php?page=hotkeys#assistant

Note: Blaze stops monitoring your activity whenever Blaze Assistant is opened. So be sure to
close the Assistant when you no longer need it.

2.2 Word Demo
Imagine that you are following a TV series and you usually write small reviews about it.
Therefore, you want to prepare a Word document such that you'll have:

Season 1:
Season 2:
Season 3:

Season 20:
... with the idea of writing each season’s review as they air on the TV.

Doing this by hand would be rather painful. However, with Blaze, you just need to do the first 3
iterations and it will do the rest:

a i -1+ 1 & Blaze Assistant SHIE X
Q Blaze has a suggestion for you:
Ik fon: window "Document2 - Microsoft Word" (WINWORD.exe):

Type "Season 4:",
Press Return key,
Type "Season 5:",
Press Return key,
Type "Season 6:",

Season 1: Press Return key,
Type "Season 7:",
Season 2: Press Return key,
Type "Season 20:",
Season 3: e

Press Return key.

4-)] 1/1 B |Repeat: = 17 dp |Speed: = Inf. dh [ - K @’ &

However, after executing this, you remember that it was 40 seasons after all. Would you have
to do the remaining 20 by yourself? No! You just have to type on Blaze “continue 20”, and it
will continue the last performed automation for 20 more iterations.

S>eason L/:

Season 18:

continue

Season 19: Continue last sugg...on for 20 iterations

Season 20:

Continue is a very important command. To know more about how to use it, click here.
What if | make a typo?

If you mistype something, you can correct it by using the backspace, before a new line is
introduced. Correcting words in other lines or by changing the cursor position with the mouse
or arrow keys won'’t take the desired effect on Blaze.

2.3 Excel Demo
Imagine that you have an Excel Book with 5 sheets, all containing similar tables describing
results of medication tests.


http://blaze-wins.sourceforge.net/index.php?page=commands#native

i Home | Insert  Pagelayout  Formulas Data  Review  View Developer @ - 7 x|
| —“j' % calibri sluo- General - [ A || S=insert~ | X - A—? lﬁ l
| = Ga|[|B 2 O~|A A = ||| BB T Delete | (g~
Il = <« [Eo-As] ([FEEr] ([ ||| Eromt- | 2 e s
Il clipboard = Font 5| Aignment || Number Cells Editing i
Al - @ Jx | First Experiment ¥
A B c D E F G =
1 |First Experiment Test Subject 1 |Test Subject 2 [Test Subject 3 [Test Subject 4 |Test Subject 5
2 Medicine 1 taken not taken [partially taken taken not taken
3 |Reaction1 recovered died di: d di: d di: d
4 Medicine 2 partially taken| not taken taken not taken | partially taken|
5 |Reaction 2 recovered died di: d dit d di: d
6 Medicine 3 not taken taken partially taken| not taken taken
7 |Reaction 3 died diseased recovered diseased recovered
8 Medicine4 not taken taken not taken taken partially taken|
9 |Reaction4 died diseased recovered diseased recovered
10 Medicine 5 not taken [partially taken| not taken taken not taken
11 Reaction 5 recovered died di: d di: d di: d
12 Medicine 6 taken not taken [partially taken taken not taken =
13 Reaction 6 recovered died di: d di: d di: d
14 |Medicine 7 partially taken| not taken taken not taken [partially taken|
15 Reaction 7 recovered died di: d di: d di: d
16 Medicine 8 not taken taken partially taken| not taken taken
17 |Reaction 8 died diseased recovered diseased recovered
18 Medicine 9 not taken taken not taken taken partially taken|
19 |Reaction 9 died diseased recovered diseased recovered
20 Medicine 10 nottaken |partially taken| nottaken taken not taken
21 Reaction 10 recovered died i d i d i d
il 22 Medicine 11 taken not taken [partially taken taken not taken
23 |Reaction 11 recovered died di d di: d di: d
24 Medicine 12 partially taken| not taken taken not taken [partially taken|
25 |Reaction 12 recovered died di: d d d di: d
26
W[4 < » ¥| Sheetl  Sheet2 , Sheet3 ~Sheet4 Sheet5 ~¥J .
Ready | I

You would like to apply bold to all lines containing Medicine in the first cell. In order words,
lines 2,4,6,8, ..., 22, 24 should be bolded. But you want this to be performed, not only in the
first sheet but also in the other ones.

Doing this by hand would just be too hard and boring to accomplish. Blaze, however, makes
this task really easy to complete.

You just have to do the first 4 iterations by yourself and Blaze will figure out what to do.

Al ¢ Blaze Assistant EM
1 |Fifth Exp Ein
2 Medicine 1 Blaze has a suggestion for you:
3 |Reaction1 bn: window "Microsoft Excel - ExperimentBook.xlsx" B
4 |Medicine 2 (EXCEL .exe): 7
5 Reaction 2 ) 10 r
6 Medicine 3 Left mouse click at R
7 |Reaction 3 Press Ctrl, B key, .
8 Medicine 4 Left mouse click at a2 - i
9 Reaction4 Press Ctrl, B key, iy E
10 Medicine 5 Left mouse click at +.,
11 Reaction 5 Press Ctrl, B key, -
12 Medicine6 || | oft mouse click at 0,
13 |Reaction 6 Press Ctrl, B key,
14 Medicine 7 ~ |4
15 |Reaction 7 | Left mouse click at 2+ ., -
16 Medicine 8
17 Reaction 8 € 1/1 B |Repeat: = 8 b |Speed: = 1x dp B - K @ & |
18 |Medicine 9 — = = — —
19 Reaction 9 died diseased recovered diseased recovere
20 Medicine 10 not taken [partially taken| not taken taken not taker
21 Reaction 10 recovered died di d di: d di d
22 Medicine 11 taken not taken |partially taken taken not taker
23 |Reaction 11 recovered died di d di; d di d
24 Medicine 12 partially taken| not taken taken not taken |partially tak
25 Reaction 12 recovered died di d di: d di d

In operations comprising mouse actions, 4 iterations offer more click precision than only 3.
Although 3 iterations would be enough for Blaze to detect what you were doing, it might not
be enough to precisely infer your next mouse clicks. So, if you have a really bad aim, you better
provide five iterations instead.



Executing this suggestion will complete the task for the first sheet.

Now, how can we do the same for the other sheets? Just select the desired sheet and type on
Blaze “redo 12”. This will redo the last automation from the beginning for 12 iterations. In
other words, it will apply bold to the 12 lines beginning with medicine on the selected Excel

sheet.

A

C

B D
Second Experiment lTest Subject 1 |Test Subject 2 |Test Subject 3 |Te5t Subject:

Medicine 1
Reaction 1
Medicine 2

redo

Repeat last suggestion for 12 iterations

Reaction 2

redo 12|

o wiNla vis wN e

Medicine 3

Reaction 3 died diseased recovered diseased
Medicine 4 not taken taken not taken taken
Reartinn 4 diad di A r ol i d

Redo is a very important command. To know more about how to use it, click here.

Note: to apply bold in this example we had to use the Ctrl + B shortcut instead of clicking on
the bold button. Doing so would break the mouse click sequence and Blaze wouldn’t be able

to know what you were really doing.

2.4 File Renaming Demo

Imagine that you took 50 photos with your digital camera on a summer party. You just
downloaded them to you computer and noticed that the camera has assigned strange names

to your photos:

Name Date taken Tags Size Rating

#03082008(001).jpg $:03082008(018).jpg #:03082008(035).jpg
$03082008(002).jpg %:03082008(019) jpg $:03082008(036).jpg
#-03082008(003).jpg #:03082008(020) jpg #03082008(037).jpg
$-03082008(004).jpg $03082008(021) jpg $-03082008(038).jpg
#03082008(005).jpg #03082008(022).jpg #03082008(039).jpg
$03082008(006).jpg #03082008(023).jpg #03082008(040).jpg
¥03082008(007).jpg #:03082008(024).jpg #-03082008(041).jpg
03082008(008).jpg #03082008(025).jpg $03082008(042).jpg
#03082008(009).jpg ¥03082008(026).jpg #03082008(043).jpg
#03082008(010).jpg $:03082008(027).jpg $03082008(044) jpg
$:03082008(011) jpg %:03082008(028) jpg $:03082008(045) jpg
$:03082008(012) jpg $03082008(029) jpg $:03082008(046) jpg
$:03082008(013) jpg %:03082008(030) jpg $:03082008(047) jpg
$03082008(014).jpg %:03082008(031) $:03082008(048) jpg
#:03082008(015) jpg ‘:03082008(032”% $:03082008(049) jpg
$03082008(016).jpg $:03082008(033) jpg $:03082008(050) jpg
$:03082008(017).jpg $:03082008(034) jpg

Therefore, you would like to give meaningful names to them. But wait... there are 50 photos!
You would take about 5 whole minutes to do that by hand! Or maybe you could just spend 10
minutes trying to learn how to use a dedicated tool for file renaming. Or... you could use Blaze,
which will accomplish this task in no time.

You just have to rename the first 3 files to what you want, respecting the sequential order. For

instance:
“03082008(001) .jpg” to “Summer Vacations 01.jpg”
“03082008(002) .jpg” to “Summer Vacations 02.jpg”
“03082008(003) .jpg” to “Summer Vacations 03.jpg”

And Blaze will have the following suggestion for you:


http://blaze-wins.sourceforge.net/index.php?page=commands#native

Name Date taken Tags Size Rating

*03082008(004).jpg &> Blaze Assistant

#03082008(005).jpg “

#-03082008(006).jpg Blaze has a suggestion for you:

#03082008(007).jpg on: C:\Summer Vacations

#03082008(008).jpg Rename;

#:0082008(009) jpg "03082008(004)" to "Summer Vacations 04.jpg",

*03082008(010)-499 "03082008(005)" to "Summer Vacations 05.jpg",

#03082008(011).jpg "03082008(006)" to "Summer Vacations 06.jpg",

#03082008(012).jpg "03082008(007)" to "Summer Vacations 07.jpg’,

#-03082008(013).pg :03082008(008): to :Summer Vacat!ons Os.lpg:,

$:03082008(014) 03082008(009)" to "Summer Vacations 09.jpg",
P9 "03082008(010)" to "Summer Vacations 10.jpg",

$03082008(015) jpg "03082008(011)" to "Summer Vacations 11.jpg",

#03082008(016).jpg "03082008(012)" to "Summer Vacations 12.jpg",

#03082008(017).jpg "03082008(013)" to "Summer Vacations 13.jpg",

*03082008(018).]’;!9 "03082008(014)" to "Summer Vacations 14.jpg",

$03082008(019) jpg "03082008(015)" to "Summer Vacat!ons 15.jpg",
: "03082008(016)" to "Summer Vacations 16.jpg",

*03082008(020”99 "ADAOINNCINT N FA "Ciimmar Vinmatiane 17 inAl

#03082008(021).jpg

$:03082008(022)pg | [€@ 13 B |Speed: = Inf. & [ [ -X @ | &

$03082008(023).jpg

W Avnoannomaa 4 vn

You just have to hit the Enter key and it’s all done! And it just took a few seconds.

2.5 File Deletion Demo

Pretend that you are a fan of the XPTO football team. You use to take notes on both the team
and each players individual performance. You use to first make a draft on text documents (.txt),
made in notepad, and later write them clean to a Word document (.doc). These documents are
stored on a specific folder, which contains notes from both 2008-2009 and 2009-2010

championships.

Name’ Date modified Type Size

B3l teams preview 2008-2009.doc

l!_z_] Player LZ23 - XPTO 2008-2009.doc

|=] all teams preview 2008-2009.txt

|~ all teams preview 2009-2010.txt

] all teams review 2008-2009.doc

|| all teams review 2008-2009.txt

@ best scores ever.pdf

|| best scores ever.bxt

| CK27 is doing a nice job - Xpto 2008-2009.txt

|| controversy player UY2 droug addict - xpto 2008-2009.txt
|~ eliminatories.txt

| HWI15 is awesome - XPTO 2008-2009.txt

|| 1L42 is going down - xpto 2008-2009.txt

|| is player LS17 bailing out - xpto 2008-2009.txt

|2 most remarkable champicnship arragement.tt

|~ new player cr@ coming to xptO - XPTO 2008-2009.txt
|| play call XPTO 2009-2010.txt

] player CK27 - XPTO 2008-2009.doc

|~ player CK27 has cooking skillz - xpto 2008-2009.txt
|| Player CRY is the king of xpto 2009-2010.txt

) player HW1S - XPTO 2008-2009.doc

8] player IL42 - XPTO 2008-2009.doc

8] player LG8 - XPTO 2008-2009.doc

|| playEr LG88 performing very well Xpto 2008-2009.txt
) player LS17 - XTPO 2008-2009.doc

|| player LS17 is getting better - XPTO 2008-2009.txt

|| player 1223 is no good - XPTO 2008-2009.txt

|| player NK7 is getting worse - XPTO 2009-2010.txt
|| Player Recruitment - XPTO 2008-2009.txt

|| player TU34 is doing fine - XPTO 2009-2010.txt
8] player UY2 - XPTO 2008-2009.doc

|| player UY2 is doing well thou - Xpto 2008-2009.txt
1) player YT4 - XPTO 2008-2009.doc

|=| Player YT4 - XPTO 2008-2009.txt

|| player ZD63 doping case xpto 2009-2010.txt

) player ZF58 - 2008-2009.doc

|| player ZF58 lacks of air skills - XPTO 2008-2009.txt
] player ZR67 - 2008-2009.doc

|| player ZR67 sucks XPTO 2008-2009.txt

8] references.doc

|| references.txt

|| worst referees ever.txt

|Z| XPTO 2008-2009 - player and prayer.txt

|| xpto preview 2009-2010.txt

|| xPto team arrangement 2008-2009.bxt

I—W]_]XPTO team arrangement 2009-2010.doc

|| xpto team arrangement 2009-2010.txt

lg]XF’TO team arrangement - 2008-2009.doc
lE]_]XF’TO team training schedule - 2008-2009.doc
|| Xpto training schedule 2008-2009.txt

Now that the 2008-2009 championship is over, you would like to clean all drafts from that
championship, leaving only the .doc files in the folder. However, there are other important text
files in that folder, which should not be deleted. So, you would like to delete all text files,
containing the tokens “xpto”, “2008” and “2009” in their names.

This would be a tedious task to accomplish by hand as you take the risk of deleting the wrong
files or missing some of the right ones.

With Blaze, this is a very easy task to complete. You just have to delete 3 files that are only
related between them by the .txt extension and by those 3 tokens, such as:



“new player cr9 coming to xptO - XPTO 2008-2009.txt”
“Player Recruitment - XPTO 2008-2009.txt”
“Xpto training schedule 2008-2009.txt”

And accept Blaze’s suggestion:

-
&> Blaze Assistant il

Blaze has a suggestion for you:

Oon: C:\XPTO
Delete: all remaining files containing {"xpto", "2008", "2009"},
with extension .txt, such as:

"controversy player UY2 droug addict - xpto 2008-2009.txt",
"is player LS17 bailing out - xpto 2008-2009.txt",
"player CK27 has cooking skillz - xpto 2008-2009.txt",
"playEr LG88 performing very well Xpto 2008-2009.txt",
"player LS17 is getting better - XPTO 2008-2009.txt",
"player 1z23 is no good - XPTO 2008-2009.txt",

"player UY2 is doing well thou - Xpto 2008-2009.txt",
"Player YT4 - XPTO 2008-2009.txt",

"player ZF58 lacks of air skills - XPTO 2008-2009.txt",
"player ZR67 sucks XPTO 2008-2009.txt",

"XPTO 2008-2009 - player and prayer.txt",

"xPto team arrangement 2008-2009.txt"

€ 1/1 B |Speed = Inf. b |[ X O B

Note: It's important to supply Blaze with a general sample: the 3 deleted files only had in
common the file extension (.txt) and “xpto”, “2008” and “2009” tokens, which were the
parameters that we wanted for the deletion. Sometimes it might be hard to find a general
sample so, you just have to perform a few more operations (i.e. 2 more) and Blaze will figure
the pattern by itself.

2.6 File Move Demo

Imagine that you received a lot of documents from Mary Jane through your Instant Messaging
client. Mary Jane is a narcissistic friend of yours that uses to put her name in every file she
sends. Therefore, you would like to put some order in your IM received files folder and move
all files received from Mary to a subfolder.

Name Artists Album # »
*Abstract Artjpg || my timetable modified.txt

*Algarve 2006 Vacations John - 07,jpg *naniiiiii.jpg

E Butterfly poem by Mary Jane.pdf ref bib josh.bib

|| chat log - joshua with sam - March 2006.log ref bib mary.bib

|| chat log - mary with john - June 2006.log ] report John 09.doc

|| cindy is sort of dumb.txt L’Qreport mary 09(1).doc

*Cindy Taylor 02,jpg 8 report mary 09.doc

* Cindy Taylor 014.jpg @ report Sam 09.doc

#: Cindy Taylor 036.,jpg e rofl 02.gif

*Cindy, Josh and Me jpeg e rofl 09.gif

*Contemporary Artjpg *Summer Vacations Melissa 2008 - 02,jpg
7 drunk guy talking to a street lamp.3gp *Summer Vacations Melissa 2008 - 24.jpg
*Evil Mary.jpg ‘gthesis.lyx

*exam scan mary.tiff *Vacations on Portugal George 2007 - 13.jpg
|=Joan and Josh singing along.txt # Vacations on Portugal George 2007 - 42.jpg
|| john's ist timetable.bt *Vacations on Portugal Mary 2007 - 01.jpg
*Joshua Marino and his brothers.,jpg ‘:Vacations on Portugal Mary 2007 - 17.jpg
*Mary doind nasty stuff 0_O.jpg *Vacations on Portugal Mary 2007 - 21,jpg
T mary in ridiculous situation at the park.3gp *Weird Stuff Happens.tiff
*Mary]aneﬁl.jpg e wild Mary.jpg

¥ Mary Jane 04,jpg B wiffff.gif

*MaryJane and Friends.jpg *XPTO chart josh.png

|| mary's ist timetable.txt H XPTO chart mary.png

|| mary's nonsense talk.txt =] XPTO notes changed by John.txt

@ more notes.pdf |2 XPTO notes from Mary Jane.txt

With Blaze, this is really easy to attain. You just have to create a subfolder and move a few files
containing the toke “mary” on it. For instance:



“Evil Mary.jpg”
“Mary Jane 01.jpg”
“mary's nonsense talk.txt”

Blaze, in turn, will suggest:

&> Blaze Assistant =]

Blaze has a suggestion for you:

From: C:\IM -
To: C:\IM\Mary Jane

Move: all remaining files containing {"mary"}, such as:

"Butterfly poem by Mary Jane.pdf",

"chat log - mary with john - June 2006.log",
"exam scan mary.tiff",

"Mary doind nasty stuff O_0.jpg",

"mary in ridiculous situation at the park.3gp",
"Mary Jane 04.jpg",

"Mary Jane and Friends.jpg",

"mary's ist timetable.txt",

"ref bib mary.bib",

"report mary 09(1).doc",

"report mary 09.doc",

"Vacations on Portugal Mary 2007 - 01.jpg",

Miamatinne an Darkiasl Mans 2007 - 17 inal

m

€ 171 B Speed: = Inf. &b |[ & @' &

This is exactly what you want.

Note: The supplied sample is general enough: The 3 files only have the token “mary” in
common, which was exactly what we wanted.

Note: While performing file moving actions, don’t leave the current directory until you’ve
finished performing the required iterations. For example, in this very same demo, the moving
was done by dragging and dropping the files into the subfolder instead of cutting them,
changing to the subfolder and, then, pasting them.

2.7 File Creation Demo
Imagine that you would like to create a set of files, such as:

“Log0l.txt”
“Log02.txt”

“Log03.txt”

“Log20.txt”

Doing this by hand is just tedious. Building a batch file might be hard too. You might not be
familiarized with scripting languages and, if you are, you probably will have to consult some
documentation before you start coding.

With Blaze, you just have to create the first 3 files:



Name
7| Log01.txt

] Log02.txt
“]Log03.txt
And accept Blaze’s suggestion:
T LI
Blaze has a suggestion for you:
fon: C:\Test
I Create:
"Log04.txt",
"Log05.txt",
"Log06.txt",
"Log07.txt",
':I._.og20.txt"
€ 1/1 B> |Repeat: = 17 dp |Speed: = Inf. ok [ KO B

And that’s it!

Name

“|Log01l.txt |* Log08.txt || Logl5.txt
“]Llog02.t |= Log09.txt || Logl6.bxt
“]Llog03.t || LoglOtxt || Logl7.xt
Z/Log0d.t = Logllit = Logl8.t
“|Log05.6¢ |~ Logl2.xt |*|Logl9.tdt
“]Log06.bt | Logl3.ixt 7| Log20.txt
“]Llog07.b¢t |~ Logld.txt

2.8 Recording an Adaptive Macro

Regular macros consist of strict input sequences that can’t adapt to new situations. Imagine
that you recorded a regular macro in which you accessed some menus in a window, using
mouse clicks. If you move the window to another position and you reproduce the recorded
macro, you will notice that the mouse clicks will just miss their target.

Blaze has the ability to record Adaptive Macros, which are macros that can adapt to new
window positions. These macros also have the advantage of being recorded to IronPython files
(.py), making them really easy to edit with notepad.

Blaze really facilitates the macro recording tasks. No macro editors are used. You just have to
type on Blaze “Record Macro” and start performing your actions.

Record Macro
Records a

record macro|

Once you are finished, you just have to invoke Blaze, by pressing Ctrl + Alt + Space, in order to
stop the macro recording. Then, you can give a name to your newly created macro or just
discard it.

Q Macro fm‘,jjf‘ 3 4 H:ﬁ

Macro successfuly recorded. Please, give it a name:

my macro|

[ Save ][ Discard

=




To invoke your new macro, you just have to type on Blaze the name you assigned to it and
press Enter:

my macro
Rusl sy raaciopyiasine

my macro

You can also pass as a parameter the number of times that you want the macro to be
repeated:

my macro
RUI My (acho DYSSCHnE

my macro 20|

Adaptive Macros are a good way to teach something to Blaze on your own. These macros are
excellent to record recurrent tasks that happen within a period of time bigger than a few
seconds. For instance, you could record an interaction in which you open Mozilla Firefox, open
the “clear private data” form, click “clear private data now” button, and then close both forms.
This is an example of a repetitive task that happens once per day.

You can access the folder in which Blaze keeps all recorded macros by typing the command
“Scripts Folder”:

Scripts Folder

Note: There are a few things that you should keep in mind, before using Adaptive Macros: In
order to keep these macros adaptable and easy to edit, they just capture high-level actions and,
therefore, don’t tolerate mouse hover actions. Hence, when recording macros with Blaze, try
to be as much accurate as possible, try not to commit errors and, when performing mouse
hover actions, perform clicks instead. This works perfectly for menus on most of Microsoft
Windows applications.

3 A Few Remarks

As an application launcher, Blaze is quite easy and simple to use. The Automation part is the
really new one. It might be a little hard to master at first, but if you take some aspects into
consideration, it be really easy to get used to it.

Blaze is really smart but it doesn’t do magic:

e Only typos corrected with the backspace key are seen as corrected for Blaze.

e Don’t forget that recurrent tasks with mouse clicks require a little more precision.
Therefore, try to be as much accurate as possible while clicking and perform, at least,
4 iterations.

e Continue and Redo commands are of major importance and may save you a lot of
time.



While performing recurrent tasks over files that aren’t related by a sequential numeric
order, try to provide a sample as much general as possible. If needed, perform 4 or 5
iterations.

While automating tasks involving files and folders, try not to leave the current
directory until you’ve finished the iterations. For instance, if you want to move files to
a specific subfolder, just move them by drag and drop. Don’t cut them, change to the
subfolder and then paste them.

Blaze won’t monitor your activity if Blaze Assistant is opened. So, if you don’t want to
accept its suggestion, just close it.

When recording macros, try not to commit errors and perform mouse clicks instead of
mouse hover actions.



